Comparing tympanic membrane and pulmonary artery catheter temperatures.
Studies comparing tympanic membrane thermometry with other thermometry methods have had conflicting results. Our hospital's nursing practice council sponsored this tympanic thermometry study in our cardiac surgical intensive care unit to assess the feasibility of increasing tympanic thermometer use in our hospital. Our results suggest clinically significant discrepancies between tympanic membrane and pulmonary artery catheter temperatures. These discrepancies preclude expanding tympanic thermometer use in our hospital.